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Each year, the National Alliance for Public Charter Schools contacts state 
departments of education and state charter school associations to obtain 
lists of new and closed charter schools for the academic year. The numbers 
presented in this report are estimates. Over 600 new public charter schools 
opened their doors for the 2013-14 school year. Compared with the 2012-13 
school year, an estimated 288,000 additional students are attending public 
charter schools in the 2013-14 school year. With the addition of new charter 
schools and students, there are now approximately 6,400 public charter 
schools enrolling over 2.5 million students across the country. The 7 percent 
growth in the number of operating public charter schools and 13 percent 
growth in public charter school student enrollment are demonstrations of 
parents’ demand for high-quality educational options.

Roughly 200 public charter schools that were open in 2012-13 did not 
open their doors to students this fall. These schools closed for a variety 
of reasons, including 
low enrollment, 
financial concerns, 
and low academic 
performance. The 
closures provide 
evidence that the 
charter school 
bargain works; 
schools that do not 
meet the needs of 
their students  
are closed.
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2013–2014

2008–2009

2003–2004

STUDENT GROWTH

2.57 million

1.45 million

789 thousand



States with the highest number of new schools and additional 
students served in 2013-14 include:

The states with the largest number of school closures include:

 • California: 39 closed schools
 • Florida: 26 closed schools
 • Ohio: 19 closed schools
 • Wisconsin: 17 closed schools
 • Arizona: 16 closed schools
 • Michigan: 12 closed schools

The National Alliance promotes meeting the demand for high-quality school 
options and encouraging well-planned school openings, as well as authoriz-
ers setting and enforcing high performance standards. The failure to meet 
these standards must conclude with school closure to ensure the sector is 
providing the best options to families across the country.
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Public charter school data can be found on the Public Charter School 
Dashboard: http://dashboard.publiccharters.org/dashboard/home.
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iThe National Alliance contacted state departments of education, charter school associations, 
and charter school resource centers to obtain lists of charter schools that had closed during or 
after the 2012-13 academic year and charter schools that planned to open in the fall of 2013. 
The numbers presented in this report are estimates. The 2013-14 numbers will be updated when 
official fall enrollment membership counts are released by state departments of education.

iiTo estimate 2013-14 enrollment, the National Alliance used enrollment data from three previous 
school years. The estimation procedure followed these steps:

1. The National Alliance calculated the average change in enrollment for each school 
over three years and added the average change in enrollment to the school’s 2012-
13 enrollment to estimate the 2013-14 enrollment.

2. If a school was new in 2012-13, the National Alliance could not estimate the average 
change in enrollment from previous years. For these schools, the average change 
in enrollment was calculated for all charter schools in the state from the previous 
three years and added that number to the school’s 2012-13 enrollment to estimate 
2013-14 enrollment.

3. For new schools in 2013-14, the National Alliance estimated the average enrollment 
of new schools for the entire state for the previous three years and applied that 
number to the new school to estimate 2013-14 enrollment.

4. The National Alliance contacted state charter school associations and charter 
school resource centers to confirm the estimates of total charter school enrollment. 
Arizona, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Idaho, Indiana, Maine, Massachusetts, 
Minnesota, Missouri, New York, Ohio, and Utah provided revised enrollment 
estimates.

iiiThe National Alliance counts charter campuses in the District of Columbia, Illinois, and Texas in 
the official count of charter schools.

ivMaryland charter schools: 47 charter schools, 5 transformation charter schools.

vTexas charter schools: 613 open enrollment charter schools, 76 in-district charter schools.

viWisconsin charter schools: 190 Instrumentality charter schools, 32 Non-Instrumentality charter 
schools, 23 2R charter schools.


