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  April 13, 2015 

 
The Honorable Lamar Alexander 
Chairman, Committee on Health, 
  Education, Labor and Pensions 
428 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

 
The Honorable Patty Murray 
Ranking Member, Committee on Health, 
  Education, Labor and Pensions 
154 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

 

Dear Chairman Alexander and Ranking Member Murray: 

On behalf of the National Alliance for Public Charter Schools, I am writing in support of the Every Child 

Achieves Act of 2015.  We believe this legislation provides a strong foundation for the bipartisan 

consideration of the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). We also 

believe that the updates to the Charter Schools Program will strengthen public education by 

supporting the growth of high-quality public charter schools and increasing educational opportunities 

for all students. Thank you for moving this important legislation, and for the improvements made 

through the public comment process. 

We are pleased that you are moving forward with reauthorization of ESEA because the public charter 

school movement has undergone tremendous change and seen significant growth since Congress 

approved the No Child Left Behind Act in 2001. Today, more than 20 percent of students in 43 

communities throughout the country attend public charter schools, and twelve communities have 

more than 30 percent of their students enrolled in public charter schools. We believe the Every Child 

Achieves Act of 2015 better reflects the current public charter landscape and will help to increase 

opportunities for students to attend high-quality public charter schools. 

We are appreciative of the critical improvements and updates made to the Charter Schools Program in 

the bill. We will oppose, however, amendments that will place requirements on charter schools that 

will infringe on their autonomy granted by state law, or that permit federal start-up grants for the 

creation of public charter schools exclusively to serve a subset of students. 

In addition, we strongly support the provisions under the Every Child Achieves Act of 2015 that 

preserve the annual assessment requirements under current law, which will help to hold schools 

accountable for results and provide better information to parents about school performance. We also 

appreciate the accountability provisions in the bill that require states to set goals for all groups of 

students, which will help ensure that all students graduate prepared for postsecondary education or 

the workforce. 
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While the National Alliance strongly supports many aspects of the Every Child Achieves Act of 2015, 

there are some issues we hope to address with you and other Members of the Committee to help 

further improve the legislation: 

 We ask that you would maintain current law with respect to charter school accountability, and 
include the statutory language from §1111(B)(2)(K) of ESEA that reiterates that accountability 
provisions shall be overseen for charter schools in accordance with state charter school law. A 
State’s charter school law determines the entity within the State that bears responsibility for 
applying the Title I, Part A accountability provisions, including AYP, to charter schools. This 
generally means that the charter authorizer is primarily responsible for holding charter 
schools accountable under the Title I, Part A provisions unless State law specifically gives the 
State educational agency (SEA) direct responsibility for charter school accountability. The local 
educational agency (LEA) in which the charter school is located should not oversee 
accountability unless it is also the charter authorizer. Moreover, an underlying premise of a 
public charter school is that if it doesn’t produce results in accordance with its charter, it 
should close or be taken over by a new educational service provider. 

 The National Alliance believes that States as well as local educational agencies should have the 
flexibility to implement comprehensive school improvement initiatives with the Sec. 1003(c) 
set-aside that include opening new charter schools to serve students attending the lowest-
performing schools. The bill does not currently specify that opening new charter schools, or 
expanding the capacity of high-performing schools, to serve these students is permissible use 
of funds. 

 The National Alliance asks that you ensure that public charter school leaders are consulted in 
the application process and needs assessments in all applicable ESEA programs. Current law 
requires SEAs and LEAs to consult with stakeholders such as parents and teachers, but does 
not always ensure the same consultation with charter schools. In addition, we believe that the 
bill should require the inclusion of charter school leaders in the Title I negotiated rulemaking 
panel. 

 In order to protect charter school autonomy over their personnel, it would be beneficial if the 
Every Child Achieves Act of 2015 includes provisions specifying that SEAs are not required by 
federal statute to include charter schools in state teacher evaluation systems. We recommend 
specifying that nothing in the act mandate the participation of a public charter school in a 
statewide teacher evaluation system. 

 The National Alliance recommends an authorization level of $500 million for the Charter 
Schools Program. This level of funding would ensure funding for a broad array of states to 
open, support, and expand high-quality charter schools, grow high-performing charter school 
models across the country, and provide financing for charter school facilities.  

Thank you again for your bipartisan efforts on the Every Child Achieves Act of 2015. The National 

Alliance looks forward to supporting your efforts as reauthorization of ESEA moves through the 

process. 

Sincerely, 

 

Nina S. Rees 

President and CEO  


