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support opening new 

charter schools.

Charter schools are public schools that are given the freedom to innovate while being held 
accountable for advancing student achievement. They create an environment in which parents 
are partners in their child's education, teachers are allowed to innovate in the classroom, and 
students are provided the structure they need to learn.

Nearly 70% 
of Americans favor charter schools.

This is up from less than 
40% only 11 years ago.
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CHARTER SCHOOLS TODAY

MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
FOR STUDENTS



THE CHARTER SCHOOL LANDSCAPE

During the 2013-14 school year, there were an estimated 6,400
charter schools in 40 states and the District of Columbia.

CHARTER SCHOOL GROWTH

The number of public charter schools listed in the top 100 of 
the U.S. News Best High Schools Rankings has increased 

from 10 to 24.
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DEMAND FOR CHARTER SCHOOLS

Since 2008, the number of student names on 

charter school waiting lists has grown by a 

staggering 186%.
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STUDENT ENROLLMENT GROWTH

More than 2.5 million students are 
enrolled in public charter schools 

across the country.
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WHO ENROLLS IN CHARTER SCHOOLS?

During the 2010-11 school year, 63% of charter school 
students were minorities.

51% of charter school students 
were eligible for free or reduced 

price lunch.

Charter school students range 
from pre-schoolers to high 

school seniors, with the 
majority, 44%, currently 

enrolled in elementary school.
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HOW ARE STUDENTS PERFORMING?

A 2013 Stanford University research study compared minority 

students in public charter schools and traditional public schools. The 

study found that minority students are learning more in public 

charter schools as measured by additional weeks of learning.*
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Charter school attendance increases the 
likelihood that a student takes at least one 

Advanced Placement (AP) test by 28%. 

More than 50%
of charter school students take an AP test 

compared to 25% at nearby traditional 
public schools. 
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Compared to their peers, charter school 
high school students are

10.9% more likely
to enroll in college within six years.

Charter high school attendance is associated with a 12.7% increase in 
maximum annual earnings for students between ages 23 and 25 compared 
to students who attended a charter middle school, but went on to attend a 

traditional high school.

PERFORMANCE OF LOS ANGELES CHARTER SCHOOLS
COMPARED TO TRADITIONAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS

* Additional weeks of learning is a measurement of how much more a student learned, not necessarily an indicator of a 
longer school year. 

** Students designated as English Language Learners
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Charter school 
students 

performed 
significantly better 

in both reading 
and math.



In 2011-12, 25% of teachers and principals in public charter 
schools were Hispanic and Black compared to 14% of 

teachers and principals in traditional public schools.

WHO TEACHES AT CHARTER SCHOOLS?

The number of full-time teachers in public 
charter schools grew by 60% between 
2007-08 and 2011-12. ɇǍഞǍǚ60%
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Sources http://online.wsj.com, http://www.tbf.org, http://credo.stanford.edu, http://pdkintl.org, 
http://www.rethinkingschools.org, http://www.mathematica-mpr.com, http://www.publiccharters.org,
http://nces.ed.gov, http://www.usnews.com/education, http://www.edreform.com

SHINING STARS

In the past four years, 100% of 
Aspire Public Schools’ graduating 

seniors have been accepted to 
college. Aspire predominantly 
serves low-income students in 

California and Tennessee. 

For the last three years, every 
single one of Dallas’ Uplift 
Education charter school 

graduates has been accepted 
to college. 

Urban Prep Academies in 
Chicago serves 100% minority 

students and has had 100% 
college acceptance rates since 

their inaugural class in 2010. The 
Illinois state average college 

acceptance rate is 57%. 

In 2013, 98% of Achievement First’s 
black seniors in Connecticut, New 

York, and Rhode Island took the SAT 
exam, achieving an average score 

200 points higher than the national 
average for black students.


