
	  
May 12, 2014 
 
The Honorable Mark Kirk 
524 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Mary Landrieu 
703 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

 
The Honorable Lamar Alexander 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 
455 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Michael Bennet 
458 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Kirk, Senator Landrieu, Ranking Member Alexander and Senator Bennet: 

On behalf of the National Alliance for Public Charter Schools, I am writing in strong support of 
S. 2304, the Expanding Opportunity through Quality Charter Schools Act. This bipartisan bill to 
reauthorize the Charter Schools Program (CSP) will strengthen public education by supporting 
the growth of high-quality public charter schools and increasing educational opportunities for all 
students.   

Many of our nation’s most successful public charter schools would not have been able to open 
their doors without critical support from the CSP. S. 2304 ensures that this important federal 
investment will help to build the quality of state-level support for charter schools, including the 
oversight of authorizers. In addition, your bill will codify and strengthen federal support for the 
replication and expansion of our nation’s most successful charter schools. Finally, we are pleased 
that S. 2304 takes steps to protect the autonomy of charter schools and their freedom to tailor 
their educational program to meet student needs. 

In particular, we are thankful that the Expanding Opportunity through Quality Charter Schools 
Act maintains important provisions in current law and makes several key improvements to 
existing law, such as: 

• Prioritizing funds for states that allow for charter schools to be authorized by an entity 
other than their local school district, such as a State Charter Board; 

• Prioritizing funding for states that provide equitable funding to charter schools; 

• Prioritizing funding for states that assist public charter schools with accessing facilities; 

• Supporting federal grants for the replication and expansion of high-quality public charter 
schools and funding sufficient to support the expansion of these schools consistent with 
current appropriations levels; 
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• Clarifying and codifying the U.S. Department of Education’s recent weighted lottery 
guidance to allow schools to serve more educationally disadvantaged students; 

• Strengthening state application requirements to ensure start-up grants are awarded to 
educational entities that have true autonomy over budget, operations, and personnel and 
that intend to operate as a charter school after their start-up grant expires;  

• Allowing students to remain within an existing network of public charter schools as 
students move from elementary to middle to high school without having to reapply 
through a lottery (feeder patterns);  

• Making state Charter Support Organizations eligible to receive and disburse state 
subgrants; 

• Setting aside a portion of state grant funds to improve the quality of public charter school 
authorizers; 

• Providing significant new flexibility for the use of start-up grant funds to design and open 
new public charter schools, including the use of funds for facility and transportation costs 
and preparing individuals to serve a charter school board; and 

• Continuing federal support for financing charter school facilities. 

The National Alliance believes these policy changes will pave the way for more high-quality 
charter schools to serve students and families, and alleviate the current charter school waiting list 
of more than one million student names. 

While the National Alliance supports S. 2304, we also look forward to working with you to 
further refine and improve the program as it moves through the legislative process. 

• Authorization Level—The National Alliance asks for additional consideration of the 
overall authorization level of the Charter Schools Program under section 5211, which is 
set at $300 million for the first year of the authorization and such sums thereafter. While 
we understand the difficult funding choices that Congress must make, the National 
Alliance believes an increased authorization level for S. 2304 is needed to help meet the 
existing and ever-growing parent demand for high-quality public school options and 
facilities challenges faced by public charter schools.   
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• Prioritizing states that allow for the growth of charter schools—Restrictive caps constrain 
the growth of new charter schools and limit the replication of proven, high-quality charter 
schools. CSP funds should be prioritized for states that allow for charter growth and don’t 
limit the replication of high-quality charter schools.  

Thank you again for introducing bipartisan legislation to update and improve the Charter Schools 
Program.  Unlike the last time this program was improved in 2001, charter schools are a robust, 
20-year-old sector that, according to the most recent research, is improving educational outcomes 
across the country. A reauthorized CSP needs to ensure that federal funds for charter schools 
encourage the creation of high-quality schools, while protecting the freedom of charters to 
innovate.  Your bill will help enable more students to attend high quality charter schools, more 
choices for parents, and greater freedom for educators. We look forward to working with you as 
this bill moves forward.  

Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 
 
Nina Rees 
President and CEO 
National Alliance for Public Charter Schools 
 


