
 
 

 

 
 
February 25, 2014  
 
To Chairman Sullivan and Members of the Education Committee: 
 
The National Alliance for Public Charter Schools (“NAPCS”) is the national organization dedicated to raising 
academic achievement for all students by fostering a strong public charter school sector.  The purpose of this 
letter is to voice our support for LB 972, sponsored by Senator Lautenbaugh, and to request that this letter be 
made part of the official public record for LB 972.   
 
Nebraska is one of just eight states that do not allow for public charter schools.  As such, the state is well 
positioned to incorporate more than 20 years of lessons learned in what does – and does not – work in creating 
a high-performing charter school movement.  We are encouraged to see that LB 972 incorporates many of those 
lessons.   
 
NAPCS supports LB 972 for several reasons.  First, the bill allows various entities, including parents, educators, 
and community leaders to establish public charter schools.  This provision will help ensure that local 
communities are involved in creating public charter schools that are responsive to their needs.  
 
Second, LB 972 grants public charter schools an automatic waiver from many state and district policies.  This 
provision is significant because public charter schools must be allowed the freedom to use different educational 
models and the flexibility to set their own school day, school year, curriculum, hiring practices, professional 
development programs, and much more.  Research proves that this significant autonomy is vital to the success 
of public charter schools. 
 
Third, LB 972 requires the state board of education to use many sound authorizing practices, including 
conducting an in-person interview with charter school applicants, basing decisions on documented evidence 
collected through the application review process, making all decisions in a public hearing, and following policies 
and practices that are transparent, based on merit, and avoid conflicts of interest.  These provisions will help 
assure that both authorizer and charter schools adhere to performance standards that ultimately will produce 
high academic outcomes for students.  
 
As the state continues to work on this important piece of legislation, we suggest that you consider amending the 
bill to require the state board of education to enter into contracts with approved charter school applicants and 
to require that these contracts include a performance framework by which to hold the school accountable.  Such 
a framework should include indicators, metrics, and measures for student academic proficiency, student 
academic growth, achievement gaps in both proficiency and growth between major student subgroups, 



attendance, recurrent enrollment from year to year, postsecondary readiness (for high schools), financial 
performance and sustainability, and board performance and stewardship, including compliance with all 
applicable laws, regulations, and terms of the charter contract.  
 
NAPCS is pleased to submit this letter of support for LB 972.  Please do not hesitate to contact me should you 
have any questions or need further information. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Todd Ziebarth 
Senior Vice President of State Advocacy and Support 
 
 
 


