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Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to appear before you 
today, on behalf of the National Alliance for Public Charter Schools. My name is Deborah McGriff, 
and I currently serve as the Board Chair of the National Alliance and also as Managing Director of 
the New Schools Venture Fund, a nonprofit organization supporting entrepreneurs who are 
transforming public education. I came to New Schools after a long career as an urban school 
teacher, district administrator, superintendent, and charter school leader. Throughout my career, 
I have been committed to parental choice, excellence and equity. 
 
Today, I want to highlight the growth and impact of charter schools and the importance of the 
Federal Charter Schools Program (CSP) to the growth and success of our nation’s public charter 
schools.  
 
This school year, there are more than 6,400 public charter schools enrolling over 2.5 million 
students. This is amazing growth as the charter movement began in 1992 with a single school 
enrolling a few hundred students.  

 
Forty-two states and the District of Columbia have now passed charter school laws.   In 135 
communities, more than 10 percent of students attend public charter schools, and in seven cities 
charter school enrollment exceeds 30 percent. 
 
As you know, Congress first created the Charter Schools Program in 1994, and research shows 
that CSP investments are paying off.  

 
Today, 15 of 16 “gold standard” research studies conducted on public charter school student 
achievement since 2010 have found that public charter schools are succeeding in their missions  
 
Charter schools are helping students who need it most. A 2013 study conducted by Stanford 
University’s Center for Research on Educational Outcomes on public charter school performance 
in 27 States found that charter school students are outperforming their peers in reading in 
traditional public schools and closing the achievement gap between student subgroups.  
 
Charter schools are seeing success in closing the achievement gap while at the same time the 
percentage of public charter school students of color and from low-income families is much 
higher than in traditional public schools.  
 
While public charter schools have been at the forefront of serving disadvantaged populations 
since the movement began, the National Alliance has worked to continuously improve these 



efforts. The National Alliance recently issued guidance to the charter school community on their 
legal obligations to serve English learners and provided a toolkit to guide their efforts.  
 
In addition, the National Alliance partnered with the newly-formed National Center for Special 
Education in Charter Schools last October to issue a report on how states can provide support to 
charter schools and charter authorizers in meeting their legal responsibilities to strengthen the 
recruitment of and services provided to students with disabilities.  
 
The CSP, through the State Educational Agency grants program, provides the startup capital 
needed to design a school, hire a school leader, recruit students and staff,  and make initial 
purchases of materials and equipment, until regular State and local funding becomes available.   
 
Beginning in fiscal year 2010, Congress continued its work seeding quality charter networks by 
enabling high-performing public charter schools to receive funding under the CSP Grants for the 
Replication and Expansion of High-Quality Schools.  
 
The other major piece of the CSP is support for facilities funding. Public charter schools must 
often devote scarce resources to secure space for their schools. The Credit Enhancement for 
Charter Schools program and the State Facilities Incentive Grants program help redress this 
imbalance and ensure that our public charter schools have the facilities they need. 
 
As the Congress continues its work on reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act, the number one message that I bring you today is that the CSP program is working and that 
both the Congress and the Administration should prioritize funding for the program to help us 
meet the demands of parents and ensure funding equity for students who attend public charter 
schools.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on the growth and impact of charter schools 
in American public education. I am happy to answer any questions you may have. 
 

 


