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The Facilities Challenge 

The National Alliance for Public Charter Schools, 
through its Facilities Initiatives, has a four- 
pronged approach to address the lack of facilities 
and capital to finance charter school facilities: 

• state advocacy, 

• federal advocacy, 

• capital market support, and 

• access to available public buildings.   



Only 15 states and Washington D.C. 
provide some type of funding for 

facilities. 

Only 14 states and Washington D.C. 
have policies that try to provide 
better access to public facilities.  
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State Facilities Policies are Inadequate 
 



 

 Highlights and Lessons from the April 
2011 NAPCS Report,  

“Making Room for New Public Schools: 
How Innovative School Districts are 
Learning to Share Public Education 
Facilities with Charter Schools” 
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Agenda 
 

 Update on Access to Available District Buildings projects 
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Making Room for New Public Schools 
 


The lessons learned and model approach will guide our partners 
in future advocacy towards fair and equitable allocation of public 
school buildings.  


Help state leaders and lawmakers to understand that sharing 
available  public facilities benefits the community -- public 
charter school students will get the quality facility they deserve, 
families are provided school choices and taxpayer money is put 
to practical use. 
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Making Room for New Public Schools 
 


Atlanta, Georgia  

• HB 555 now requires local school boards to make unused 
facilities available to charter schools they authorize. Charter 
schools cannot be charged a lease or rental fee. 

• Seven of twelve district authorized charter schools are in 
Atlanta Public Schools buildings. 

 


Chicago, Illinois 

• The Chicago BOE has provided facilities to new charter 
schools via the RFP process of the Renaissance 2010, a bold 
education initiative launched in 2004. 

• A charter school in a Chicago Public Schools building pays a 
$1/year rent. Charters that are co-located with traditional 
schools cannot opt their own buildings services.   
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Making Room for New Public Schools 


Denver, Colorado  

• Colorado is one of the national leaders in providing facilities 
support to charter schools.  

• This Fall, 17 out of the 28 charters schools or 61% of charters 
will be housed in Denver Public Schools facilities. 

• Charter school construction have been included in DPS’s voter 
requests for bond issues. 

 


Minneapolis, Minnesota 

• Minneapolis Public Schools’ Policy 6010 on Autonomous 
Schools created an Office of New Schools to develop 
autonomous new schools by partnering with high-quality, 
third-party school operators.  

• MPS will offer three recently authorized charter schools to 
locate in unused public buildings, where feasible. 
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Making Room for New Public Schools 


New Orleans, Louisiana 

• Majority of charter schools in New Orleans are in public school 
facilities, free of rent.  OPSB collects a $735 per pupil fee to 
repay the board’s debt. Louisiana’s first-rate stock of new 
public educational facilities is for all public schools. 

• OPSB leases match the charter contract; RSD leases are for 
one year only.  Maintenance vs. capital repair? 

 


New York City, New York 

• New York City schools chancellor is required under the law to 
engage in a public process when closing a school or when 
locating or co-locating a charter school in a school district 
building. 62% of charter schools are in NYC DOE buildings. 

• Charters pay $1/year rent.  No lease agreements. 

• Charter schools are considered in new DOE construction. 
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Making Room for New Public Schools 


Washington, D.C. 

• Charter laws currently provide a $3,000 facilities allotment per-
pupil. 

• D.C. code requires the mayor and the government to give 
charter schools the right of first offer to purchase, lease, 
transfer, or use surplus public facilities or properties. 

• Lease terms are for 25 years, renewable thereafter. 
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Best Practices Findings and Recommendations 


Right of First Refusal to Lease or Purchase Public School Buildings  


An Objective and Transparent Process for Assessing Available 
Public School Facilities  


No or Low Cost Leases   


Long-Term Leases  


Access to Other Available Public Buildings  
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Accessing Available District Facilities Partnerships 


Newark Public Schools/Newark Charter School Fund 

• Walk-through of underutilized NPS buildings was completed in 
December. 

• Negotiations are underway to place 7 – 9 charter schools in 
NPS buildings for the 2011-12 school year.  
 


Atlanta Public Schools/Georgia Charter School Association 

• Recently completed the assessment via visual inspection of 14 
vacant APS buildings. 

  


Detroit Public Schools/Michigan Association with Public 
School Academies 

• High level viability study of  DPS buildings that are currently 
for sale. 
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Next Steps 
 


Continue to support CSOs where facilities assessments have 
been done and provide guidance in accordance with the Making 
Room for New Public Schools facilities sharing best practices.  
Use these to engage in conversations and develop tools for 
policy changes. 
 


Explore other jurisdictions for potential sharing of unused 
and/or underutilized public school buildings with charter 
schools. 
 


Continue to seek policy changes to improve facility access and 
funding in various states. 
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