
 
 
 

Findings from Kentucky Survey 
 
The Glover Park Group conducted a survey of 501 Registered Voters in the state of Kentucky between October 
21 and October 27, 2013.  The margin of error on a sample size of 501 is +/-4.4%.  The margin of error of 
subgroups is higher due to a lower sample size.  Approximately 196 respondents of the overall sample were 
reached via cell phone.  
 
Below is a summary of the survey’s topline findings.    
 

KEY FINDINGS: 
 

 There is strong support for increased public school options in Kentucky and voters believe that 
increased options will benefit the public school system. 
 

 There is modest awareness and understanding of charter schools in Kentucky.  As a result, a large 
majority of voters are initially undecided about whether they favor or oppose creating charter 
schools in the state. 
 

 Once they learn more about the characteristics of charters, a solid majority are in favor of creating 
charter schools in Kentucky. 
 

 



TOPLINE FINDINGS: 
 
Voters support more options for public schools 
 

 There is strong and intense support for providing Kentucky parents with more public school options 
when choosing a school for their child.  More than 8 in 10 (82%) voters in Kentucky favor increasing 
the options available for parents when choosing a public school for their children (including 57% 
strongly favor).  

 
o Support for increased options is strong across the state (Louisville area 89%, Eastern region 87%, 

North-Central region 77%, Western region 77%) and consistent across party id (Republican 81%, 
Democrat 82%, Independent 82%). 
 

o Support for increased options is even higher among voters under the age of 40 (94% favor, 
including 69% strongly favor). 

 
                                                          Support for More Public Options1 

% Total 

Strongly favor 57 

Somewhat favor 24 

Somewhat oppose 6 

Strongly oppose 5 

TOTAL FAVOR 82 

TOTAL OPPOSE 11 

(DK/Refused) 8 

 
                                                          

 A majority (52%) of voters believe that more options will improve the public school system.    
    
                                                                     Effect of School Choice 

% Total 

Improve 52 

Make no difference 25 

Harm 16 

(DK/Refused) 7 

 

                                                      
1
 
1
 As you may know, some states are considering proposals to create more options for parents when choosing a 

public school for their children. Would you favor or oppose giving Kentucky parents more options when choosing a 
public school for their children? 



Voters favor allowing charter schools to open in Kentucky once they learn more about these schools 
 

 Due to low awareness, more than half of voters in Kentucky (57%) are undecided about whether they 
favor or oppose charter schools in the state. 

  

 But the survey also found that educating people about charter schools significantly increases support. 
Once voters have more information about charters, approximately 71% are in favor of creating 
charter schools in Kentucky (44% strongly favor). 
 

o Support is consistent across the state (Louisville area 74%, North-Central region 72%, 
Western region 70%, Eastern region 66%). 

o Support is also strong among self-identified Democrats (68%), Independents (67%), and 
Republicans (75%).   

 
 

Support for Charters 

% Initial2 Final3 

Strongly Favor 15 44 

Somewhat Favor 17 27 

Somewhat Oppose 6 7 

Strongly Oppose 5 9 

TOTAL FAVOR 32 71 

TOTAL OPPOSE 11 16 

(DK/Refused) 57 13 

 
 

 Performance and choice are the top 2 reasons in favor of creating charter schools. 
 
          Reasons to Favor Creating Charter Schools4 

% Total 

Better education/better results and performance  36 

More options/opportunity for change 23 

Traditional public schools are failing/not working 13 

Competition is good/we need them 12 

Accountability 12 

Better for parents/more parental involvement 10 

More flexibility/less rules 4 

Other 4 

Don’t know/not sure  7 

   

                                                      
2
 From what you know or have heard, do you favor or oppose charter schools, or aren’t you sure? 

3
 The statements I just read to you are all things some charter schools do (statements are below in “elements of a 

charter school education”). Kentucky is one of eight states that do not allow charter schools. The State Legislature may 
consider a bill to allow for charter schools to open in the state.  Based on this information, would you favor or oppose 
allowing charter schools to open in Kentucky? 
4
 If favor creating charter schools: Why do you favor allowing charter schools to open in Kentucky? 



Support for Elements of a Charter School Education 
 

 There is solid support for many of the things charter schools do that differentiate them from 
traditional public schools.  Voters particularly value charter schools for their college ready curriculum, 
structure, and high levels of expectations. 
 
 

% Ranked by Strongly Favor Strongly 
Favor 

Total       
Favor 

Total 
Oppose 

*Implementing curriculum to ensure that all students are prepared for 
college and the workforce 

81 95 3 

Providing a more structured learning environment, more student 
discipline, and requiring more parental involvement 

76 92 5 

Holding all students to high expectations 68 89 8 

Holding students, teachers, and parents accountable for improving student 
achievement 

67 90 6 

*Implementing curriculum to ensure that 100% of students are prepared 
for and accepted to college 

64 84 13 

Rewarding high quality teachers with higher pay 62 87 10 

Giving parents more options when choosing a public school for their 
children 

58 83 12 

Allowing schools to make quick, effective changes to improve student 
achievement 

57 88 8 

Putting schools that fail to educate students under new management 57 81 11 

Developing unique plans to close the achievement gap between white and 
minority students 

54 77 15 

*Giving teachers more flexibility to design curriculum 52 86 9 

*Giving schools more flexibility to design curriculum 46 78 17 

Promoting PUBLIC school choice by allowing the money to follow the 
student to any PUBLIC school the student and parent selects 

43 70 20 

Creating new schools that are given more independence from local school 
boards in exchange for greater accountability for improved student 
achievement 

41 74 18 

Giving the people who run public schools greater ability to decide whom 
they hire and how they spend their budgets 

38 73 21 

Giving schools freedom from many of the regulations that all schools face 28 54 30 

Increasing the length of the school day and school year 19 38 58 
 *Asked of Half of Respondents 

 
 

     
 


