
      

 
  

 
 

 

  
 

 

November 15, 2013   

 

The Honorable Sylvia Mathews Burwell 

Director 

Office of Management and Budget 

Executive Office of the President 

Washington, D.C. 20202 

 

Dear Director Burwell: 

 

As education reform leaders, we write to respectfully urge you to include $330 million in 

funding for the Charter Schools Program (CSP) under the U.S. Department of Education in the 

President’s Fiscal Year 2015 budget request.  Specifically, we request $205 million for the State 

Educational Agencies grant and $75 million for the CSP Grants for the Replication and 

Expansion of High Quality Charter Schools.   

 

The CSP’s success is evidenced by the tremendous growth of and demand for public charter 

schools.  At the program’s inception in 1994, there were only 60 public charter schools in the 

United States.  Today, more than 6,000 public charter schools serve a diverse student body of 

more than 2.3 million students.  Moreover, there were more than 500,000 individual students on 

waiting lists to attend public charter schools across the country before the start of the 2012-2013 

school year.  Funding for CSP should correspond with increasing demand from parents for high-

quality charter schools. 

 

The CSP is critical for helping to cover the extraordinary costs of launching successful charter 

schools.  States with access to CSP funds have opened up more than 90 percent of the new 

charter schools across the country.  Through the appropriations process, the CSP has invested 

directly in charter school operators with a proven track record of success, allowing them to 

replicate and expand their models that significantly increase academic achievement and 

attainment for all students.  The CSP also provides important support for charter school facilities, 

a unique challenge for the charter school community.   
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The most recent research on public charter schools shows the significant strides that charter 

schools have made in improving student achievement.  Stanford University’s Center for 

Research on Education Outcomes (CREDO) June 2013 study shows a significant 

improvement in public charter school results from 2009 to 2013.  Overall, students in public 

charter schools are outperforming their traditional public school peers in reading, adding an 

average seven days of learning per year, and performing as well as students in traditional 

public schools in math.  Public charter schools have especially boosted learning gains for 

African American students in poverty and Hispanic English Language Learners (ELL).  

Compared to similar peers in traditional public schools, low-income African American 

students at public charter schools gain an additional 29 days of learning in reading and 36 days 

in math per year.  Hispanic ELL students make even bigger gains – 50 days of learning in 

reading and 43 days of learning in math.   

 

Thank you for considering this request.  We greatly appreciate your support in furthering 

education reform efforts our country needs and our children deserve.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

50CAN 

American Federation for Children 

Black Alliance for Educational Options 

Democrats for Education Reform 

Families for Excellent Schools 

National Alliance for Public Charter Schools 

National Association of Charter School Authorizers 

Stand for Children 

Students for Education Reform 

 


